
Mobile has shifted the landscape 



Mobile has shifted the landscape It’s changed how we work 





In the next 30 minutes … 

How RWD changed our workflow 
 
The need for speed 
 
Responsive Frameworks 
 
UI Design Patterns 
 
 



Collaboration is key in an RWD World 



Design in the absence of content  
is not design… its decoration. 
 
-Zeldman 



A website with a nice design and poor 
content is like a restaurant with great 
ambiance but they don’t serve food. 
 
-Jeremy 



Discovery Phase 

 
Client defines goals for the site (2-3) 
 
Collaborate on a site taxonomy 
 
Client develops the content 



Can’t we just move the content over 
as-is and rework it later? 
 
-Client 





Design is fun. Writing content is hard.  
 
-Me 



Design Phase 

 
90% of our projects don’t have 

a Photoshop phase…  
 

(but some do) 



Design Phase 

Design rough comp once in Photoshop 
• Desktop and maybe mobile view 
 
Review comp with client to get sign off 
 
Clients only care about home page 
 
 
 
 







Development Phase 

 
Complete HTML/CSS prototype 
 
Cross browser and device testing 
 
Bug fixes and design iterations (small cycles) 



Log the issues 



Development Phase 

 
Build any custom content types into the CMS 
 
WE load the content into the CMS 
 
Add metadata 
 
Test 



Training Phase 

 
Before launch we train the users in the CMS 
 
Starting to train on RWD do’s and don’ts 
 
We assist as needed with questions or 
problems 
 
 
 
 



Use Trello to manage projects 



The need for speed 



Survey of 106 responsive sites  

64 of them were less than 10% 
smaller than desktop 
 
26 were larger than the 
desktop equivalent 
 
 

Source: Jason Grigsby 



 
Users expect sites to load in 

2 seconds or less 



Graceful Degradation 
@media screen and (max-width; 480px 

Progressive Enhancement 
@media screen and (min-width; 480px) 



Mobile First Philosophy 

 
Start with the essential elements for small 
screens 
 
Starting at lowest denominator gets you to 
think twice about what you add 
 
Content comes first 



Mobile first is hard 

 
Most of our stuff isn’t designed this way 
 
Ontouch not onclick 
 
Swipes  



Mobile first & old browsers 

 
Older versions of IE will be served the mobile 
RWD layout with mobile first 
 
Can use polyfills to make old IE responsive 
(performance hit) 
 
Conditional IE stylesheets are a good approach 
 



 
Frameworks can help speed 

RWD development 



Two Basic Types 

 
1. Grid layout framework 
 
2. Grid layout framework + UI Library 

 
 



Grid framework only 

 
Responsive skeleton 
Normalizing CSS 
Polyfills for older browsers 

 



Grid framework + UI Libraries 



responsive.vermilion.com/compare.php 



 
RWD design 

considerations & trends 



Toggle nav 



Toggle nav 



Toggle nav 



Toggle nav 



Toggle nav 



Toggle nav 



Select-menu nav 



Select-menu nav 



Select-menu nav 



Anchor nav 



Anchor nav 



Slide-out nav 



Slide-out nav 



Slide-out nav 



Slide-out nav 



Slide-out nav 



Slide-out nav 



Combination 



Combination 



Combination 



Stacking Navigation 



Stacking Navigation 



Stacking Navigation 



Stacking Navigation 



Sub-nav drop 



Sub-nav drop 



Sub-nav drop 



Linking to your 
m.university.edu site from 

your responsive site 















bradfrost.github.com/this-is-responsive/patterns.html 



http://www.lukew.com/ff/entry.asp?1514 



 
Responsive widgets 



Responsive image rotator 



Responsive video resizer 



Responsive headings 







 
Inspiration 







Make templates available 
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